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Abroad 



London. Tho economic and political cDnriRfueftcea of 



British Com in on- 
lay 31, has occupied 
11} jwceks- Mr. Duncan 
1 position in lite cieb^le 
RillJ said South Africans 



South Africa's wi I lull awn I froi^i 
wealth, which hccoipcs clleetivc < 
the British Parliament in recti' 
Sandys,: outlining I lie govelnmci I 
(in the Republic of South Africa 
in the future would no longer ha\e the right to claim Brit- 
ish nationality as ihey do today, jit ;jas the feeling of the 
government' that tii continue tcj confer this and other 
Commonwealth privileges on South Africa would bsscn 
the value of membership. But Britain is also conscio is of 
Llut fact that demands by the more hostile mcmbe "S of 
i lie Commonwealth, Ghana and <£eylon among them, that 
nJJ ties— trade and otherwise — with Soiiihj Africa be sev- 
ered would hurt tho other Commonwenllll partners very 
little, but cause economic dislocations on llic British Isles 
since South Africa is au import lint customer ior British 
enrjs ami industrial products. Tills, of eoujrHc, is why the 
Rinph Labour Party has not ^meiped Junker for a com- 
plete break w>th South . Africa; 1 j 

Paris, 'IV Frem-h pww, nod it would have us believe, 
the French Government, jumped!- Oil Hie rumor that CIA 
agents had encouraged the Generals' Revolt and im- 
mediately elaborated the story with dclicioiM details. Le 
Motidr, notoriously anti- American, 'first gave the rumor 
credibility. Rut j| was Jean Jacmms ^crvan-Sclireihrr*a 
IS Express which drew the darkest picture of master- spy 
Alien Dulles and his l, slatc w,ithiA a slahj:/* Express staged 
bluntly that the '"highest French (authorities" now believe 
both that the CIA was involved {in the Algiers" coup and 
that 1 General Ciialle would never liavc embarked on his 
revolt without ' CI A* support. As Express unfolds its 
story- in the conditional tense peculiar to French jour- 
nalism in cases of this sort— American CIA agents "w'ould 
have" met the conspirators in Mai) rid on April 12 and 
,* f- wo|Ud have" assured them that if the coup succeeded the 
United Spates Government would, recognize the new 
French Government within 4-8 hours. (How agents of (lie 
'state within a state' could commit the United States Gov- 
ernment to an action of this ipimcnsiry w not mentioned.) 
Other French newspapers even hinted that General Nor- 
slfid, NA TO Supreme Commander, might . have been in- 
volved (In the interesting grounds that both Norslad and 
Cballe served with NATO forces and therefore, pre- 
sumably, knew each other. No French journalist, however 
diligent in digging out these and uther an? i- American de- 
tails, apparently thought it worth the space to report that 
the very first 'story tying CIA to the Generals' Revolt ap- 
peared 48 hours after the coup— in Pravtta. 

Luang Pwbang. The key to -the well-being of the twenty 
million pwrsons— descendants of the builder* of fabulous 
Angkor and the great Khmer civilization— who live in 
the interior of Southeast Asia is the mighty Mekong river. 
Kising, like the Brnhma-putrii, Yangtse and Hwang Ho, 



a fcornt 
Vi etnam 
in tinted 
ex icrts 



in ? a sut 
vc op til 



the Tibetan mountains, the Mekong flows down through 
„*' China to Burma, Laos, Thailand, Cambodia, 
and r the Sfiutlr China Son. Under a program 
Iwo years a£o by the United Rations, a group of 
Tom France, Canada, Australia; Japan and the 
United Spates," directed by Dr. C. Hart jSchaai, is complet- 
•ey for a twenty year, $600 mi lion project to de- 
Mekong, its valley and its tributaries, integral- 
powkr, irrigation, flood control i|nd transport^an 
al^A, in short. Enthusiasts believe that, if means could 
found to undertake it,' this, project; by unifying as' 
II as Advancing the Southeast Asiarj economy, would 
io "promote a political cooperation that would greatly 
cngthpn, die region's resistance to Cjiincse Communist 
pressure 




** — Oopat Sorry I t thought you ttvre 
Gett+ral Snlnnt" 

i^i* Delhi. To the Indian nationalists, struggling for 
n< cpendenec from the British Raj, it was a major source 
bitterness that English was India's only "universal 
guage": not that everyone spoke it — -Only 7. million out 
375 in truth did so — but because it was the only 
guage common to the en I ere admiiiifctrntive "elite and 
eaueracy, the language of government, courts, j'our- 
ism and literature, etc. The Constitution of independent 
fndia declared that within a decade Hindi — though ac- 
th&Hy only,a minority tongue among India's several hun 
rid — was to be officia , But the decade- passed last year 
ilh English, in the rather odd Indian version, more 
ugly entrenched tha i ever, and spreading more raj 
liy than any local vern acular. The Constitutional clause 
lU been quietly suspended. 



May 27, 1961 7 



Copyright of National Review Bulletin is the property of National Review Inc. and its content may 
not be copied or emailed to multiple sites or posted to a listserv without the copyright holder's 
express written permission. However, users may print, download, or email articles for individual 
use. 



